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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                              June 6, 2018 
 
 
 
Jazz piano competition to draw some of the world’s top 
talent to Huntington 
 
Some of the best jazz 
piano players in the 
world and some of 
jazz’s most acclaimed 
artists will be gathering 
in Huntington this month 
for the inaugural 
Huntington International 
Jazz Festival, in 
conjunction with the 
Ellis Marsalis 
International Jazz Piano 
Competition June 22-
23. The Jazz Piano Competition is among the largest competitions of its type in the 
world, and will be a triennial event in Huntington offering an awards package of more 
than $200,000 in cash and prizes. 
 
The events, all of which are free and open to the public, will be hosted by Marshall in 
partnership with the Nu Jazz Agency, an international jazz music management, 
marketing, promotions, booking, distribution and arts consulting company. 
 
The five-day jazz festival will include everything from jazz performances to a family-
friendly street festival to jazz-related photo exhibits at the Huntington Museum of Art 
and the Marshall University Visual Arts Center. It will culminate with two back-to-back 
nights of historic performances from the Marsalis Family Quintet, Arturo O’Farrill and the 
O’Farrill Family Quartet, and Jon Batiste of The Late Show with Stephen Colbert. 
 
The Marsalis family has been “America’s First Family of Jazz,” including co-artistic 
directors and NEA Jazz Masters Ellis and Jason Marsalis, who will be joined by family 
members Branford Marsalis and Delfeayo Marsalis in a rare family performance. Also 
highlighted at the festival will be performances by the Jon Batiste Trio and “America’s 
First Family of Afro-Latin Jazz,” five-time Grammy and Latin Grammy award winner 
Arturo O’Farrill, with his sons Adam O’Farrill and Zack O’Farrill. 
 
“I believe this to be a groundbreaking event for music as well as the state of West 
Virginia,” Ellis Marsalis said. 
 
Six finalists, selected from a pool of contestants from around the globe, will compete for 
the top prize in the Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition. They will 
compete in four rounds of competition. The first segment is “New Orleans Heritage,” 
testing each pianist’s skills in trio format on tunes not only from Ellis Marsalis, but from 
the songbooks of fellow New Orleans contemporaries such as Harold Batiste, James 
Black, Alvin Batiste, and Nat Perillat.  The second segment is called “Plus One,” which 
will challenge the pianist to accompany both a singer and instrumentalist in bodies of 
work from the American songbook. The pieces to be performed will be randomly 
selected from sealed envelopes, on stage in front of a live audience, immediately before 
they perform. 
 
The third segment, “Solo Piano,” will require contestants to play a ballad and a Latin 
Jazz piece. The fourth and final segment is called “The Trio.” Each competitor will be 
required to perform one blues piece, one jazz bebop standard and one original 
composition. 
 
The winner will receive a $25,000 cash prize, a record contract with ELM Records and 
management, marketing, booking and promotions assistance from Nu Jazz Agency. 
First prize also includes guaranteed performance opportunities from a bevy of venues 
and festivals around the world, including a night at Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola in New York, 
SOUTH Jazz Bistro in Philadelphia, the San Jose Jazz Festival in California and the 
Ellis Marsalis Center for Music in New Orleans. The second-place winner will receive 
$10,000 and third-place winner will receive $5,000. They also will receive national and 
international performance opportunities. 
 
Huntington was selected as a home to the jazz piano competition because of Marshall 
University’s commitment to jazz education. Under the direction of Dr. Martin Saunders, 
Marshall University’s Jazz Studies program offers 13 jazz courses and degrees at both 
the undergraduate and graduate levels. They are housed in the Jomie Jazz Center, a 
12,700-square-foot facility with classrooms, practice rooms, media facilities, a recording 
studio, a rehearsal hall and performance spaces dedicated to the study of jazz. 
 
Courses focus on performance, arranging, history, music technology and production. 
Marshall has hosted guest artists including 26-time Downbeat Critic’s & Reader’s Poll 
award-winner Steve Turre, Ashlin Parker, world-renowned jazz percussionist Jeff 
Hamilton and Ellis Marsalis, giving students chances to engage and interact with 
masters of the music. 
 
“Ellis Marsalis has been such a huge icon in jazz music and as the patriarch of the 
Marsalis family, but of even greater impact has been his work in jazz education for 
many, many years,” said Saunders, who is also a professor of trumpet at Marshall. 
“Having an endorsement of his trust for this program is a great honor for me.” 
 
The schedule of events for the festival and jazz competition is as follows: 
  
 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 19 – SATURDAY, JUNE 23 
 
Dolores Marsalis: The Mother of Jazz 
 
This photographic exhibit pays tribute to Dolores Marsalis, matriarch of the Marsalis 
family, in a special selection of never-before-seen family photos. Located in the Charles 
W. and Norma C. Carroll Gallery at the Marshall University School of Art and Design in 
the Visual Arts Center, 927 3rd Ave., Huntington. 
  
 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2018 
 
7–8 p.m. • What Is Jazz and What To Expect at the Huntington International Jazz 
Festival! • Huntington Museum of Art, 2033 McCoy Road, Huntington. 
 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Education Director Seton Hawkins will discuss jazz and what to 
expect during the inaugural Huntington International Jazz Festival and the Ellis Marsalis 
International Jazz Piano Competition. 
  
 
8–9 p.m. • Hot Can Be Cool: Jazz Portraits by Herman Leonard • Huntington Museum of 
Art 
 
The Huntington Museum of Art hosts this exhibition and interactive presentation 
featuring works of legendary jazz photographer Herman Leonard. 
  
 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2018 
 
7–8:30 p.m. • The Spiritual Side of Jazz: Duke Ellington’s Sacred Music • Trinity  
Episcopal Church, 520 11th St., Huntington 
 
A select group of the region’s top jazz performers recreate parts of the Duke Ellington’s 
original Sacred Music works. 
  
 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018 
 
5:30–6:30 p.m. • Basses Loaded: The Life and Times of Milt “The Judge” Hinton • 
Marshall University Visual Arts Center, 927 3rd Ave., Huntington 
 
Jeremy A. Smith, curator of the James and Susan Neumann Jazz Collection at Oberlin 
Conservatory, takes us inside the collection and life of the legendary jazz bass player 
and photographer Milt “The Judge” Hinton. 
  
 
7–8 p.m. • Midsummer Night’s Swing with the Marshall University Jazz Ensemble 
featuring NEA Jazz Master Jason Marsalis • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd 
Avenue, Huntington 
 
This midsummer night’s concert opens the Huntington International Jazz Festival’s 
activities and previews the weekend’s events. 
  
 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 2018 
 
4–4:45 p.m. • Introducing Jazz-MU-Tazz • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd Avenue 
 
Marshall University’s summer jazz camp students perform in select groups during the 
inaugural Huntington International Jazz Festival. 
  
 
5:30–6:30 p.m. • The Bob Thompson Group • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd 
Avenue 
 
West Virginia’s very own jazz legend Bob Thompson and his all-star jazz group perform. 
  
 
6:30–9 p.m. • The Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition (First and Second 
Segments) •  Missio Dei Church, Upper level of Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd 
Avenue 
 
The inaugural Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition begins. 
  
 
9:15–10:15 p.m. • The Marsalis Family Quintet • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd 
Avenue 
 
NEA jazz Masters Ellis, Jason, Branford and Delfeayo Marsalis perform during the 
headline event with special guests. 
  
 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2018 
 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Jazz-A-Can Food Drive Collection • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 
3rd Avenue 
 
Bring canned goods to the Huntington International Jazz Festival’s collection center and 
help feed the community’s less fortunate. 
  
 
10 a.m.–10 p.m. • Huntington International Jazz Festival Street Fair • 3rd Avenue, 
between 9th and 10th streets. Come downtown to enjoy food, family activities and 
music. 
  
 
1–2 p.m. • Jazz Music Helps Autism Activity Event • Marshall University Visual Arts 
Center, 927 3rd Ave., Huntington 
 
Individuals on the autism spectrum can join in the fun in an area designed for them to 
enjoy jazz music and activities. 
  
 
3–3:45 p.m. • A Jazzy Kids’ Concert • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd Avenue 
 
Kids will enjoy this concert that pairs children’s favorite tunes performed by a live jazz 
group in sing-a-long fashion. 
  
 
4–4:45 p.m. • The Marshall University All-Stars • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd 
Avenue 
 
The Marshall University All-Stars perform some of the most popular jazz tunes. 
  
 
5–5:45 p.m. • Arturo O’Farrill and the O’Farrill Family Quartet • Pullman Square, 10th 
Street and 3rd Avenue 
 
Five-time Latin Grammy and Grammy Award Winner Arturo O’Farrill performs with sons 
Adam and Zack as the “First Family of Jazz” meets the “First Family of Afro Cuban 
Jazz.” 
  
 
6–8:45 p.m. • The Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition (Third and Fourth 
Segments) • Missio Dei Church, Upper level of Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd 
Avenue 
 
The inaugural Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition completes its final 
rounds. 
  
 
8:30–9:30 p.m. • The Jon Batiste Trio • Pullman Square, 10th Street and 3rd Avenue 
 
New Orleans native Jon Batiste from The Late Show with Stephen Colbert brings his 
funky trio to help celebrate the inaugural edition of the Huntington International Jazz 
Festival. 
 
 
For more information on the Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition, visit: 
www.marshall.edu/music/jazz or contact Saunders at m.saunders@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rec Center promoting healthy lifestyles with “MUve It 
Marshall” program 
 
MUve it 
Marshall is 
being held 
during the 
summer 
months at 
the Marshall 
Recreation 
Center to 
promote 
healthy 
lifestyles 
during the 
summer 
months. 
This 
program is in conjunction with the Marshall University and City of Huntington upcoming 
walking initiative. Members, non-members, MU Faculty/Staff, students and the 
community are encouraged to participate in the program. 
 
MUve it Marshall will take place from June 4 through Aug. 5. The Rec has provided a 
weekly schedule to help participants stay active throughout the weekdays. On Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, we are encouraging individuals to walk around the 
Huntington campus. Free campus routes/maps are provided in the Rec lobby, with 
various distances. Members of the Rec will receive 50 Rec Reward points per walk and 
members/non-members are eligible for other prizes at the end of the summer as well. In 
order to receive the Rec Rewards and to be eligible for prizes, you must sign in each 
time at the Rec on the provided sign-in sheet. 
 
Free fitness classes will be offered each Thursday throughout the summer at various 
campus locations. All classes take place from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. Free fitness class 
rotation schedule: June 7 – Student Center (Marco’s) – Zumba, June 14 – Drinko 
Library (3rd Floor Atrium) – Yoga, June 21 – Old Main (Room 324) – CUT (bodyweight 
only class), June 28 – Corbly Hall (Room 333) – Locomotion (low impact cardio and 
strength class), July 5 – Smith Hall (Room 433) – Zumba, July 19 – Student Center 
Plaza – CUT (bodyweight only class), July 26 – Drinko Library (3rd Floor Atrium) – 
Locomotion (low impact cardio and strength class), Aug. 2 – Old Main (Room 324) – 
Zumba. 
 
Fridays will be open to all MU Faculty/Staff to come in and use the Rec, along with their 
families. Faculty/Staff must present a valid MU ID. A guest account will be created for all 
non-member Faculty/Staff and their family members. MUve (dance cardio fitness) will 
take place each Friday from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. in Studio B at the Rec. 
 
Prizes will be announced at the end of the summer program for all participants. For 
additional information on the summer fitness program please contact 
dodd18@marshall.edu or corneliusj@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Advisor wanted! 
 
The new student organization, Huntington Advocators, needs a faculty or staff advisor. 
The mission of Huntington Advocators is to enhance life in Huntington, and members 
will be given opportunities to help better the city through community service and 
supporting small businesses. Huntington Advocators will also be a friendly environment 
to get students exploring the town in a new way. We are excited about our future and 
need your assistance. If you are interested or want more information, please contact 
Bailey Sanders at sanders152@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Marshall computer science students guide St. Joseph 
Catholic Schools students to world championships in VEX 
Robotics 
 
Students in the Weisberg Division of Computer 
Science the College of Information Technology 
and Engineering teamed up with students at St. 
Joseph Catholic Schools to participate in the 
VEX Robotics Competition. The first year was so 
successful that students at the grade school and 
middle-school levels advanced to the World 
Championship earlier this month. 
 
Under the leadership of Dr. Wook-Sung Yoo, 
chair of the Weisberg Division of Computer 
Science; Dr. Paulus Wahjudi, an associate 
professor of computer science; and St. Joe Principal Carol Templeton, the program was 
brought to life by St. Joe teachers Erika Maynard and Holly Moore and computer 
science students from Marshall. 
 
The aim was to foster collaboration between the school and Marshall to inspire and 
expose children at a younger age to computer science, Templeton said. VEX Robotics 
is a robust computer programming and coding challenge. Through this game-based 
challenge, students learn more than engineering and problem-solving skills, they learn 
teamwork. About 35 St. Joe students began last fall meeting weekly for two hours with 
Marshall faculty and about six Marshall undergraduate students. There was so much 
interest that St. Joe had to cap participation. 
 
Regional and state tournaments were held, culminating with the VEX Robotics World 
Championship in the spring. All six teams that were formed at St. Joe advanced to the 
state competition, and two teams won a state championship and advanced to the world 
competition earlier this month in Louisville. About 1,500 teams from 60 countries 
competed in the world championships. 
 
“We didn’t come back with trophies, but we did come back with an amazing 
experience,” Templeton said. “We will continue with VEX Robotics next year. We have 
students eager to participate and we have summer workshops already planned with 
Marshall’s help. They’re super excited about next year because now they know what 
they need to do to enhance their robots. They have an idea of what they’re really up 
against now. 
 
“I’m proud of our students, our teachers and the collaboration between St. Joe and 
Marshall,” Templeton said. “It shows that when you pull collaboratively what you can 
achieve. If it was not for Marshall University’s help, we would not be where we are.” 
 
Dr. Wael Zatar, dean of the College of Information Technology and Engineering, said he 
is very supportive of this effort. 
 
“It is an excellent way for us to collaborate to advance the student knowledge in 
robotics,” he said. 
 
Marshall will host a “Computer Science Adventure Zone: Coding Robots” for fifth- 
through 12th graders from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. June 18-22 in Room 2119 of the Weisberg 
Family Applied Engineering Complex.  Cost is $99 per student, with need-based 
financial assistance available. 
 
Register at http://mupfc.marshall.edu/~narman/summercamp/CSA-Z/ or contact Dr. 
Husnu Narman, narman@marshall.edu, or Meaghan 
Buckland, bucklandm@marshall.edu, by e-mail for more information. 
 
For details of VEX competition, visit https://www.vexrobotics.com/vexiq. 
 
———– 
 
Photo: Students and teachers from St. Joseph Catholic School attended the VEX 
Robotics World Championship May 1 in Louisville, Ky. From left to right: Principal Carol 
Templeton, Izzy Styer, teacher Erika Maynard, Dana Marlowe, Will Day, Josh Nichols, 
Ajay Neginhal, Riley Moran, Aiden Hale, Heidi Short, teacher Holly Moore and Sophie 
Murphy. They were assisted in preparing their entries by Marshall students in computer 
science. 
 
 
 
 
 
Soccer day camp coming up July 23-27 
 
The Marshall 
Women’s soccer 
team will be hosting a 
Kid’s Day Camp from 
July 23-27. The camp 
is for boys and girls 
ages 5-12 and costs 
$125.00 for the five 
days. 
 
This camp is 
designed for kids to 
learn the basics of 
the game, while 
having fun in the sun with Herd women’s soccer coaches and players. Campers will be 
divided by age and the days will consist of fun soccer games and play. Camp runs from 
9 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday at the Veteran’s Memorial Soccer Complex. 
 
If you are interested in signing up, please contact Assistant Coach Erika Duncan at 
duncan75@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zatar named chair of Precast/Prestressed Concrete 
Institute Student Education Committee 
 
Dr. Wael Zatar, dean of the College of Information Technology 
and Engineering at Marshall University, has been named the chair 
of the Student Education Committee of the Precast/Prestressed 
Concrete Institute. 
 
Zatar has been a member of the institute for 15 years and 
received the Distinguished Award of Fellow for outstanding 
contributions to the organization. Zatar was previously named the 
Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute Distinguished Educator for 
2016 and received the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute Educator Award in 2009. 
 
Founded in 1954, the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute is the technical institute 
and trade association for the precast/prestressed concrete structures industry. The 
institute develops, maintains and disseminates knowledge for the design, fabrication 
and erection of precast concrete structures and systems. 
 
As chair of the Student Education Committee, Zatar will oversee efforts to communicate 
with and provide resources to faculty and students, as well as organizing educational 
and training sessions, workshops and competitions for students in the field. The 
committee also provides continuing education opportunities and resources for 
professors in the field. 
 
Zatar’s term will last until 2022. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Marc A. Subik, M.D., rejoins Marshall Internal Medicine 
 
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, 
Marshall Health and Cabell Huntington Hospital medical and 
dental staff welcome Marc A. Subik, M.D., to their 
gastroenterology teams of providers. 
 
Subik, a board-certified, fellowship-trained gastroenterologist, 
has been named an associate professor in the department of 
internal medicine at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. He is certified by the 
American Board of Internal Medicine, with subspecialty certification in gastroenterology. 
 
Subik’s tenure as faculty at Marshall’s school of medicine dates from 1984 through 
1999; including appointment as chief of the section of gastroenterology from 1987 to 
1999.  He served as head of the section of gastroenterology at the Huntington VA 
Medical Center from 1999 to 2004. Most recently, Subik has been practicing at 
Charleston Gastroenterology in Charleston, West Virginia. 
 
He earned his medical degree from Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, New York. 
He then completed his internal medicine residency at Marshall University. Subik’s 
advanced training includes a gastroenterology fellowship at Baylor College of Medicine 
in Houston, Texas. Subik specializes in treating a wide range of gastrointestinal 
disorders, including irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), ulcerative colitis, acid reflux disease 
(GERD) and more. 
 
Subik is accepting new patients and referrals at Marshall Internal Medicine, an 
outpatient department of Cabell Huntington Hospital, located in the Erma Ora Byrd 
Clinical Center at 1249 15th Street in Huntington. To schedule an appointment, call 304-
691-1000. Subik is also seeing patients at the Marshall Internal Medicine location at 
Marshall Health-Teays Valley, 300 Corporate Center Drive, Scott Depot; the phone 
number is 304-691-6910. 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed June 13, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, June 11, 2018. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/June-6-2018. 
 
